
Parent workshop: Phonics and reading in Year 1 and 2 - Phase 5 and beyond

Teach reading: 
change lives





Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
systematic, synthetic phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



The progression



The progression





In Phase 5 children learn:

• new graphemes for the sounds they 
already know

• that the same grapheme can have 
alternative pronunciations.

The ‘Grow the code’ lessons support 
children with reading and spelling 
these alternative spellings.

This term we are teaching Phase 5



• have unusual spellings e.g. all, 
people

• are taught in a systematic way.

Children are now learning to read 
Phase 5 tricky words.

Tricky words:
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Reading practice sessions are:

• timetabled two times a week

• taught by a trained teacher/teaching 
assistant

• taught in small groups.

How do we teach reading in books?



We use assessment to match your 
child the right level of book



This means that your child should: 

• know all the sounds and tricky words in 
their phonics book well

• read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic

• only need to stop and sound out about 
5% of the words by the time they bring 
the book home – but they should be 
able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



Phonics in Year 2 

• The Phase 5 review:
- revisits common graphemes, and unusual graphemes found in useful words
- teaches the children to investigate ‘where in the word’ a sound appears
- recaps Phase 5 tricky words
- provides opportunities to practise and apply learning by spelling carefully 

selected words



Phonics in Year 2 

• The Bridge to spelling teaches the children how to ‘think about spelling’.

• The Bridge to spelling:
• introduces key spelling terminology

• teaches the children to add sound buttons, which provides a clearer focus on segmenting 
so that the children are using phonics as their main strategy for spelling

• includes activities that will feature throughout the programme, ensuring the children 
become familiar with teaching and learning routines

• explains basic conventions for suffixes and spellings

• The Bridge to spelling reflects key concepts from the National Curriculum for Year 2



Phonics in Year 2 

• Once the learning covered in the Bridge to spelling is secure, the children are 
ready to move on to the Year 2 Spelling units.

• The Spelling units (Spring and Summer) are designed to be taught in 15-minute 
lessons, four times a week. They provide full coverage of National Curriculum 
spelling requirements at Year 2.



Rapid catch up intervention
For children who are currently not reading at age-related 
expectations 



Rapid Catch up – What this looks like

• 2 x 20 minute sessions a week

• Practice reading sessions regularly

• Regular assessments to ensure gaps are being filled quickly.



• Autumn 1: children have been continuing reading the Little Wandle 
books from the main programme.

• Autumn 2 and beyond - children will begin to move across to the 
Little Wandle fluency programme.

Reading in Year 2 – Aiming for Fluency!



• Year 2 pupils should not start the Fluency programme until they 
have been reading the Phase 5 Set 5 books for several weeks. 

• They will complete the Phase 5 Set 5 fluency assessment and need 
to achieve a reading speed of at least 60wpm and accuracy of at 
least 90%.

• They will then start Little Wandle Fluency 1.

• They will be assessed every 12 weeks with teacher judgement in 
between.

Reading in Year 2 – Autumn 2
Fluency Reading



Little Wandle Fluency teaches all aspects of reading 
using chapter books. Each book has been carefully 
devised to support children as they progress in 
reading fluency through Years 2, 3 and beyond; 
making sure every child can become a confident, 
fluent and motivated reader.

Reading in Year 2 – Autumn 2
Fluency Reading



• The Little Wandle Fluency programme focuses on fluency and 
comprehension

• Fluency – The sessions will focus on automaticity, expression and 
accuracy through activities such as echo reading.

• Comprehension – Little Wandle promotes comprehension 
through;

• the pre-read activities which support vocabulary

• the bonus materials throughout each book that give children more 
information about the world of the book to help them connect to it more

• clarifying any misconceptions.

Reading in Year 2 – Autumn 2
Fluency Reading



• There are four books at each Fluency level. Children will generally read at 
least three books at each level.

• Children will keep a fluency book for several weeks. They will also bring 
home a 'book of choice' from the school library which they will change 
regularly.

• Teacher judgement will be used to decide if children should move to the 
next level after reading three books. 

• More confident readers may progress more swiftly through the Fluency 
levels. Equally, some children will benefit from being given all the books 
to read.

• Children will be assessed every 12 weeks.

• Children will progress 2 or 3 levels between each assessment.

Fluency Reading
Assessment
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