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[bookmark: PTA][bookmark: SENCO]Head Teacher’s Message
As we approach the end of this busy half-term, I would like to take a moment to commend our Year 6 pupils for the remarkable maturity and resilience they demonstrated during SATs week. Their hard work and dedication have truly shone through, and I am incredibly proud of each and every one of them.
I would also like to extend my thanks to our dedicated staff who supported the children throughout this period. Your commitment and teamwork have made a significant difference in ensuring our pupils felt prepared and confident.
Thank you also to our parents and carers for the support you provided at home. Your encouragement and involvement play a vital role in your children’s success, and it is greatly appreciated.
It has been a busy half-term filled with plenty of learning opportunities across the school. I invite you to enjoy reading about all the activities your children have been engaged in.
Wishing you all a fantastic half-term break!

[bookmark: Ecoschools]SEND update
There are lots of great activities running over the May half term for neurodiverse children and their families.
Space offers soft play sessions, climbing, gymnastics, LEGO, and gaming sessions. They have also released new dates for QB appointments, which provide a quick way to measure ADHD symptoms.
Space Events
Potential Kids provides social, sporting, and educational activity sessions for neurodivergent children, young people, and families.
Potential Kids Events
Families First has released their latest newsletter, which provides fantastic advice on where to access support, training, and activities for children.
Families First Newsletter
I have been thoroughly enjoying the Chris Packham series, Inside Our Minds.
Inside Our Minds
So far, they have looked at ADHD and dyslexia. The programmes offer wonderful insights into living with neurodiversity and explore different aspects of our brains, helping neurodivergent individuals create beautiful films to explain how their minds work.

Update from Mrs Bissmire – OPAL and Eco Lead
Eco Note
It has been a busy half term for the Eco Committee as we have been finalising the renewal application for the Green Flag. In order to do this, we have jointly come up with some new question suggestions for the environmental review, as well as completed our action plan and updated our Eco Code, which can both be found on the Eco Board. I have sent off our application, and now it is a waiting game to see if we have done enough to be reaccredited. The Eco Committee also wrote this acrostic poem: -
Our world is slowly fading away
Animals need our help. 
Keep helping the Earth.
Life is part of us all.
Actions must take place.
Notice the damage that we are doing.
Do something about it.
Start acting NOW!
Why aren't we helping?
If we look after nature, it will look after us.
Life needs to continue. 
Don't kill our Earth.
Learn to love it. 
Ice is melting in front of us. 
Fading land.
Everybody HELP!
OPAL
Lunchtimes have been a buzz of excitement with the new equipment available and the addition of the sandpit. Multiple obstacle courses have been made, and sandcastles built! We have been working to make the top playground colourful again with some more chalk, and the dressing-up boxes have been put back on top. It has been great to see! But it is still the suitcases that are constantly being used in multiple ways, from role-playing different holiday elements to just relaxing in them in the sun.

Travel
The April Travel Tracker badges have been distributed to those who have earned them, with May's badges waiting for our return after half term to be given out. We have been busy with the walking bus this week as it is 'Walk to School Week,' with new faces joining in, both students and staff. We have even broken into the 40s with the number of children coming along!
[bookmark: Murphy]Hazel
It has been a busy half term in Hazel Class.
In phonics, we have now moved on to Phase 4. The children have been working hard to decode longer words containing double consonants, such as "sprint," "drink," and "children." We have also been exploring words ending in -ed and learning that this ending can make different sounds—sometimes it sounds like "id," and other times like "t." Alongside this, we’ve been introduced to lots of new tricky words and have been using them in our sentence writing!
In Maths we have completed two new units. We began the term by counting to 20 and beyond, focusing on understanding the composition of teen numbers. We then moved on to 2D shapes, where we explored shape properties, arrangements, and how shapes can be manipulated. The children really enjoyed designing their own shape pictures and discussing the arrangements with each other.
Our topic this half term has been "Big Wide World." The children have had lots of fun learning all about the planet we live on and our global community. We’ve explored different habitats and learned about animals from around the world. We’ve also discovered holiday destinations, looked at buildings from different countries, and even learned a greeting song that includes different languages!
In PE, our focus has been on ball skills. We have been practising rolling, throwing, and dribbling balls through a variety of games and activities. The children worked in pairs to improve their aim and control.
In continuous provision, the children have been building trains and aeroplanes in the construction area, writing postcards, and designing posters for our class travel agents. They have also enjoyed using chalk to create road designs outside and have been busy building ponds in the mud kitchen.
Coming Up…
· Phonics: We will continue our Phase 4 learning.
· Maths: We will explore the concepts of sharing and grouping.
· Topic: We will begin our new unit titled "Moving On." The children will reflect on their achievements throughout Reception and will prepare for transition into Year 1.
· Literacy: We will be enjoying the rhyming story Oi Frog! by Kes Grey.

Willow
Year 1 have been super busy! We have really enjoyed our Art topic, 'Street View,' by learning more about the artist James Rizzi. We have been inspired by him and have recreated his work in our own art books. We enjoy his use of shape and colour, as well as his inspiration drawn from cities and streets.
In Maths, we have been exploring early fraction work. We can identify a half and a quarter of a shape, object, and quantity. We used playdough to embed our understanding of the whole and equal parts related to these early fractions.
Our History topic has moved on to learning about the Victorian era and describing changes within and beyond living memory. In RE, we have learned about the Naam Karan, a Sikh baby naming ceremony, and many Sikh parents bring their newborns to the Gurdwara (the Sikh temple) as soon as they are able to visit. We have enjoyed learning the Sikh meanings of our own names.
In Literacy, we have come to the end of our unit based on the book Yeti and the Bird. The children have all worked incredibly hard to create their own characters and plan their narratives, supported by the story mountain method. They created front covers, gave their stories titles, and even wrote a 'blurb.' They can't wait to share them with you when you come into class after our class assembly at the end of June!
After half term, we will be learning:
· Maths: Place value to 100
· Science: Exploring animals, including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, mammals, and invertebrates.
· Design and Technology: Learning about sources of food and the preparatory skills of peeling, tearing, slicing, chopping, mashing, and grating.
[bookmark: Dahl]
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Year 2 have had a busy start to their summer term. We have had lots of fun starting new topics in Literacy, Maths, History, Science, and Art!
In Literacy, we have been reading a book called The Dragon Machine, which is about a boy named George who feels unseen and overlooked. Over the course of this book, the pupils have used expanded noun phrases, conjunctions, and prepositions. They started with a 'dragon tail hunt' around the school and used prepositional language to describe where they found them. They also used expanded noun phrases to describe their own dragon machines and employed conjunctions to create explanations for what each part of their machine does. For their final piece, they planned, wrote, and edited their own version of the story, creating new characters, new machines, and a new dilemma to include in their writing. When editing, they focused on adding new adjectives or replacing old ones to make their writing more descriptive. They also checked that they had correctly included all capital letters and full stops before publishing their work as a final piece.
In Maths, we have been learning all about fractions. We have learned about halves, quarters, thirds, and three-quarters. We also learned that a unit fraction is any fraction that has a 1 as its numerator, while a non-unit fraction has any number but 1 as its numerator. We used this new skill to find fractions of an amount by linking it with our division skills from previous topics. The pupils have become experts at looking at the fraction and understanding that they need to divide their number by the denominator, while the numerator indicates how many groups they need to count. They have worked really hard on this tricky topic and have all done exceptionally well grasping the concept. We also have weekly practice on Times Table Rockstars or Numbots to help with our maths fluency!
In History, we have a new topic all about 'Magnificent Monarchs.' We started by creating a timeline of all 52 monarchs, starting with Alfred the Great in AD 871 up to King Charles III as our current monarch. We have looked at new vocabulary such as sovereign, timeline, kingdom, monarchy, reign, century, decade, and many more. We have explored the different royal residences across the UK and their significance. We learned that the Tower of London used to be a prison, Queen Victoria loved to visit Balmoral Castle for family holidays, and that Henry VIII used to live at Ashridge House. The pupils also compared the power of different monarchs through the years. They decided that King Henry VIII had absolute power as he made all the laws and rules, while King William of Orange and Queen Mary II had limited power as they had to ask others to help them make decisions and could not make new laws independently. We also learned about Alfred the Great in more detail, discovering that he could not read or write until he was 12 years old! We are looking forward to learning more about this topic in Summer 2.
In Science, we have started a new topic all about Animal Survival. We began by recapping what a habitat is and then explored the paddock to see if we could spot any microhabitats. After deciding to investigate the microhabitats under logs and rocks, we made another trip to the paddock to see what living and non-living things we could find there. Using this information, the pupils will be researching their choice of living thing to find out where it shelters, how it gets water into its body, what its diet is, and anything else it needs to survive.
Our Art topic has linked with our History topic, focusing on 'Portraits and Poses.' We started by investigating the royal portraits of Henry VII and Elizabeth I. The pupils then brought in objects from home that they thought represented themselves as individuals. They used our observations of how they pose to pose with their objects and sketched the pictures that were taken of them. These came out fantastic! They also used computers to create digital drawings of either Henry VIII or Elizabeth I. This was tricky, but they all produced some fantastic artwork.
We are looking forward to continuing our learning next half term!
In the following term, we will be learning:
· Literacy: Rosie Revere, Engineer
· Maths: Time
· Science: Animal Survival
· History: Magnificent Monarchs
· DT: Cut, Sow, and Join

Birch
Birch Class has had a lovely half-term! A highlight has been golf! The class has loved learning this new sport in PE. We have been focusing on putting and chipping, practising our aim towards a target and discussing safety around the equipment. The children have learned how to stand properly and how to grip the club. They have been very enthusiastic and have thoroughly enjoyed using our new PE equipment!
Additionally, the children have really enjoyed Forest School this half-term. They have looked forward to their Friday sessions and exploring the paddock!
In Literacy, the class has been reading How to Live Forever—a story about a boy who is trying to find the missing how-to guide in the library and discovers the Ancient Child. The boy tries to persuade him not to read the book! We have explored persuasive writing and written our own letters. The children have also written a prequel to this story, focusing on how the Ancient Child discovers the book, with an emphasis on adding speech between the characters.
We have had a busy half-term in Maths, learning about money and time! The class has learned a Roman numeral song to support their understanding before looking at them on clocks. We have learned how to tell the time to the minute, focusing on both past and to the hour. We have also explored digital clocks, discussing events that might take place either in the AM or PM. This week, we have looked at calculating durations.
In Topic, the class has enjoyed their new theme of Empires and Emperors. We have explored the expansion of the Roman Empire, the Roman army, and the stories of how Rome was founded. We have also used this topic as a theme for our Art lessons. The children have been busy looking at mosaics and creating patterns from paper tiles. Next half-term, they will be creating their own mosaics!
After Half-Term, We Will Be Learning:
· Maths: Measuring and comparing angles
· Literacy: Using expanded noun phrases to write a letter
· Art: Creating mosaics
· Science: Plants - roots and stems

[bookmark: Morpurgo][bookmark: Westall]Sycamore
Mrs Andreas: - 
Maths: Sycamore class has been working incredibly hard this half term, completing their work on decimals and starting a new unit on money. They have used their knowledge of decimals to:

· Convert money from pence to pounds (and vice versa)
· Compare amounts of money
· Solve problems involving money

They have also learned that zero is very important as a placeholder when writing amounts of money and have used their knowledge of rounding to estimate with money.

Year 4 has all had the opportunity to practice for their 'Multiplication Tables Check' (MTC) in school. The actual MTC will be completed within the first two weeks back after half term.

Literacy: Year 4 has thoroughly enjoyed reading The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe as our class text this term. The children have explored the character of Edmund, looking closely at how his emotions change throughout the course of the book. They enjoyed tasting Turkish delight and then creating their own 'bewitching' foods. They have innovated on this classic tale and created their own versions by changing the:

· Portal to a new world (instead of the wardrobe)
· Mythical creature (instead of Mr Tumnus, the Faun)
· Two opposing characters (instead of the Witch and Aslan)
· Bewitching food
· Prophecy

Whilst completing this unit, the children have continued to develop their editing skills.

Next:
In maths, Year 4 will be starting a unit on time:

· Exploring how a year can be represented on a calendar
· Learning about a leap year compared to an ordinary year
· Solving problems relating to years, months, weeks, and days
· Solving problems relating to seconds, minutes, and hours

Having a secure understanding of the 6 times tables will be really useful for this step, so please help your children practice this over half term. Thank you.

In literacy, we will start a new text (to be revealed after half term). Hint: It's a load of nonsense...
The children will develop their performance skills as well as explanatory descriptions.

Mrs Bell:-  
We are very proud of all the children in Sycamore for taking part in an intensive swimming course at the start of this term. We received such lovely feedback from the swimming teachers, who praised how respectful the children had been, showing true Oaklands values.

In Science, we have started our topic on electrical circuits and conductors. This is really engaging the children, and they are looking forward to making their own complete circuits in class.

Our History lessons have taken us back to the study of the first known civilisation. The children have been learning all about the rise of ancient Sumer and the significance of many inventions that changed the way people lived and developed over time.

For our Art topic, we have been exploring statues, statuettes, and figurines. They have learned that figure drawing is a drawing of the human form in any of its various shapes and postures, using any of the drawing media.

In R.E., the children have been learning about Shabbat, discovering more about celebrations, worship, and the rituals that mark important points in life.

Coming Up:

· Science: Conductors and insulators
· History: Exploring ancient Egypt
· Art: Significant people, artwork, and movements in Islamic Art
· R.E.: Eid ul-Adha


Hawthorne
In Literacy, we have finished reading Kasper, Prince of Cats by Michael Morpurgo. We used superlatives and comparatives to create posters advertising the Titanic. For our final piece of work, we became journalists and created a newspaper article describing the tragic events of the famous ship.
In Maths, we finished our unit on 'Position and Direction'. We focused on understanding and describing the position of shapes and objects, including translation, rotation, and reflection, as well as using coordinates.
As part of our History unit on 'Groundbreaking Greeks', we explored the Minoan civilisation and worked in pairs to generate enquiry questions about their everyday life. We then researched the answers and presented our findings on a poster, which we shared with the class.
In Science, we watched a video on the solubility of materials. We discussed the meaning of key terminology, including solvent, solute, solution, soluble, and insoluble. In groups, we conducted experiments on dissolving different materials in water and recorded our results in a table. We then completed questions to check our understanding of dissolving and solubility.

During SATs week, our class spent time in the paddock sketching natural forms as part of the art topic 'Nature's Art'. We also worked in groups to create our own land art installations using natural materials.
After the half term, we will be learning:
· Maths: Decimal sequences
· Literacy: To write short character descriptions
· Science: To explore mixtures
· History: To compare the Minoan and Mycenaean periods of Ancient Greece
· PE: Cricket
· RE: About Pentecost

[bookmark: dates]Oak
In Literacy, we have started our scary book, The Wind in the Walls. This is a gothic tale, so we looked at other examples of the genre and compared the tropes (e.g., usually a desolate setting).
In Maths, we have been revising written methods for the four operations. We also reviewed rules for fractions, as well as converting between fractions, decimals, and percentages.
In History, we have looked closely at WWI. We asked the question, “Why did so many volunteer to fight?” There are a mix of reasons, including a misguided idea of what things would be like, as well as extensive advertising and propaganda.
In RE, we have been exploring Christianity—particularly Sunday and why it is a special day for Christians. We wrote questionnaires to find out Oaklands pupils’ views on the matter.
In PE, we have been doing Outdoor Adventure Activities. We have played various games that have tested our teamwork.
In Art, we have started our ‘Abstraction’ unit. So far, we have created art pieces by experimenting with line—making line portraits.
In DT, we have been looking at what makes a healthy diet. We will plan a menu based on this.
Coming Up…
· Literacy: We will write gothic tales.
· Maths: We will look at taxes!
· DT: We will design and make a healthy meal.

Diary Dates – this can also accessed on the school website here.
	Date
	Event

	Half term:  Monday 26th May - Friday 30th May

	Monday 2nd June
	INSET - school closed

	Monday 2nd June - Friday 13th June
	Year 4 multiplication check 

	Wednesday 4th June
	Year 2 and 3 School trip - Kew Gardens 

	Monday 9th June - Friday 13th June
	Year 1 Phonics screening check

	Monday 9th June 
	Year 6 residential parent meeting at 9am and 3:30pm.
The same presentation will be delivered at both meetings. 

	Tuesday 17th June 
	Sports Day - Reception and KS1 AM, KS2 PM

	Thursday 19th June
	Reserve Sports Day - Reception and KS1 AM, KS2 PM

	Friday 27th June
	Year 1 class assembly 9am

	Monday 30th June - Friday 4th July
	Year 6 Residential 

	Friday 4th July
	Reception class assembly 

	Thursday 10th July 
	Transition Day 

	Friday 11th July
	Reports sent out to parents

	Monday 14th July 
	SEND coffee morning - 9am -10am

	Monday 14th July 
	Year 6 show afternoon performance

	Tuesday 15th July
	Year 6 show evening performance 

	Friday 18th July 
	End of term celebration afternoon: 2pm - 3:15pm 

	Wednesday 23rd July
	Year 6 Leavers assembly: 10:30 - 11:00 am 
Year 6 children to leave afterwards. 

End of term 2pm finish. No after school club
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