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Governor Biographies March 2025                                                       

Elizabeth Karfoot – Chair
Liz Karfoot BSC, ACMA CGMA, Chair of Governors. Liz joined the governing body in 2021 as a parent governor and has since become a co-opted Governor. She is a Chartered Accountant and currently works as Chief Financial Officer for a group of independent schools in Hertfordshire. Liz has two children at Oaklands and uses her financial knowledge and experience to support the Headteacher in the strategic running of the school.
Martin Payne – Vice Chair
Martin is a co-opted governor who is a qualified secondary school Art teacher teaching the full range of Key Stages from 3 to 5. He has worked in Hertfordshire schools for the past 13 years, gaining a wealth of experience in pastoral care having held a wide range of varied roles from Teaching Assistant, Head of House and his current role as a Head of Year at Richard Hale School. He also has significant experience in examinations having worked for OCR as a moderator for 6 years, half of which were spent leading a team of moderators. Martin is a local resident with a child at Oaklands Primary School. 
Tom Hassan - Headteacher
Mr Hassan qualified as a teacher in 2005.  He is committed to providing equity in education for all of his pupils and brings with him experience of leadership roles in contrasting schools in Barnet and Haringey.  He believes strongly in preparing pupils for the future, whilst remembering they are still children today and expects all staff to ensure that education at Oaklands reflects this, with learning presented in engaging and meaningful contexts.     
Steph Morgan – Deputy Headteacher
Steph Morgan has been teaching at Oaklands since 2012 and has a range of experiences teaching from reception up to year 6. She took on the role of Deputy headteacher in February 2023 and joined the governing body as a staff governor shortly after. Steph is passionate about providing an engaging and well sequenced curriculum for children at Oaklands and supporting the staff team to deliver this effectively. Steph also leads on the schools Outdoor Play and Learning initiative, and believes strongly in the power and benefits of play for children of all ages. 
Shelley Woods
Shelley joined the governing body as a parent governor in September 2024 and has one child at Oaklands. She works for Hertfordshire County Council as a Commissioning Officer within Children’s Mental Health and works specifically to support education settings with their whole school approach to mental health. Shelley also has a vast background in using sport and physical activity for social outcomes, having worked within the sports development sector for 15 years. Shelley is the school’s link governor for SEND, mental health, Pupil Premium and OPAL. 
Heather Mitchell
Heather Mitchell is an employment lawyer specialising in advising schools.  She has worked for the education sector for the last 15 years advising on all staffing matters that schools encounter.  She joined Oaklands as a governor in September 2023, having previous experience as a secondary governor.  She has two children at Oaklands.
 
Faye Furness
Faye joined the governing body in September 2025 as a parent governor. She is a Proposition Manager at Tesco PLC and brings over 20 years of marketing experience, including roles within local authorities and educational organisations. With two children at the school, she uses her marketing, project, and commercial expertise—along with her previous work in Hertfordshire County Council Children’s Services—to support the school. As the link governor for marketing and curriculum, she helps strengthen communication and contributes to the development of the school’s educational offering. 
Graham Swanson
Graham joined the governing body at the start of 2025 as a co-opted Governor. He has three children, two at Templewood in Welwyn Garden City and his third will be starting reception there in September. 
Graham works for a leading business representative organisation, where he is responsible for building commercial partnerships and business engagement programs. He looks forward to using his professional experience to support the school in all areas.
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